Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #??
                             *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Rahn Cooper and family; Bonita Heddings and family; Jessica Bryson Family; Ken Bechtel; Gary Fetterhoff; Marissa Faust/Holly Landvater; Aaron Herb; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Sandy Zimmerman; Kayla Gonder;  Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Carole Fetterhoff, Sue Maichle; Kelly Richter; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Kelly Shutt; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer;  Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie/Raymond Enders; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Gerald  Schoffstall; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; Janelle Miller; Roxanne Fasick; Ellen Snyder; Ben Rissinger; James Eisenhard; Janet Flowers; Phil Guertin; Dana Welcomer; Ruth Boyer; Kelly Malave;  Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf); Marvin Graybill; Roy Miller; Jennifer Rocky Family; Sue Miller
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
                          [image: image1.emf]

        
                                JANUARY 9, 2022
      Baptism of the Lord
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                              Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
January 9, 2022 - Worship, 10:15AM
Baptism of the Lord
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.
   Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                 Bob Endy                  
L:   We are marked as God's beloved ones.
P:  What have we done to deserve God's love?
L:  God's love is God's free gift to us, always and forever.
P:  Even when we are difficult and turn away from God,
L:  God's love never vanishes from us.
      P:  Thanks be to God who is ever faithful to us, AMEN.
 
Invocation                                                  Bob Endy
Holy God of glory and majesty, you have called us by name. We pray in this moment for the courage and the strength to answer your call. As we open our ears to hear the story of your Son’s baptism, open our hearts also, that we may experience again the renewing power of rebirth in the Holy Spirit. Inspire us in this time of worship, that we may claim our own identity as your beloved children. We pray in the name of our Lord and brother, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
O. Test.:  Isaiah 43:1-7                          (See Insert)  Bridget Campbell
Psalm: Psalm 29:1-11  (Responsively)  (See Insert)  Pastor
N. Test.: Luke 3:15-22                          (See Insert)  Sharon Fetterhoff                               
Hymn -              “Holy, Holy, Holy”                              Page 262
*Gospel:. Test.: Luke 3:15-22               (See Insert) Pastor  
Sermon:         “The Good News of Baptism”  
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Hymn -        “May the Mind of Christ, My Savior”       Page 390
Benediction
                                               
Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”   Pastor 
Response: “And also with you.”                      Congregation



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today January 9, 2022  the Baptism of the Lord! Masks are no longer required but strongly encouraged. Social distancing is not required but please do so if you feel more comfortable. Hand sanitizer and masks are available if you are at all concerned about safety. We also encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you to everyone who understood the measures we took to keep everyone as safe and healthy as possible during the worst of the pandemic. It wasn’t easy, but with your understanding and love towards the most vulnerable among us, we made it through, so far. Please put your offering in the basket. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Weekly Devotionals/bulletins will be mailed to our shut-ins and to those not comfortable attending services. Bulletins and devotionals can also be found on the church website. If you no longer wish to have the weekly bulletin and devotional mailed to you, please call the church office (717-896-3118) or email us at valleysecc@verizon.net 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

WE EXTEND OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY, LOVE, THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS  to Rahn Cooper and family as Rahn’s wife went to be with the Lord Wednesday January 5th. We pray God surrounds them with his loving presence and arms of comfort and peace.
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR 
          
Jan.    9 - 9:00AM - Sunday School 
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

               Baptism of the Lord 
Jan.  11 - 5:30-6:30  - “Free Community Meal Take Out - All meals must be reserved by Thursday January 6th 

 Jan. 16 - 9:00AM - Sunday School 
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

               Annual Congregational Meeting follows service
LAY READERS:  Jan. 9 - Sharon Fetterhoff, TBA; Jan. 16 - Scott Miller, Marie Herb; Jan. 23 - Sue Faust, TBA.
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: Jan. 9 - Marie Herb; Jan. 16 - Laurel Guertin; Jan. 23 - Dave Novinger; Jan. 30 - Ed Dobbin.
*Lay Readers and Sunday School Teachers please note: If you cannot read scripture on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger and the church office. Thank you. 
FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday January 11, 2022, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Lasagna, garlic bread, salad, fruit salad (Choice of French or Ranch or Italian dressing), dessert (Choice of Choc cake w/PB or Choc cake w/white or Yellow cake w/white or Yellow cake w/choc). Meals must be reserved by Thurs. Jan. 6th. Please see signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers. Donations to put the lasagna together need to be in by Mon. Jan. 11. See Donna Novinger if you have questions.
ANNUAL REPORTS are due from the following committees! (Council President, Worship Committee, Mission Committee, Fellowship Group.)  Please give the reports to the church secretary by this Sun. January 9, 2022​ for sufficient time to prepare reports for the Annual Congregational meeting on Sun. January 16, 2022.
           1st SCRIPTURE READING- O. Test. - Isaiah 43:1-7 (NLT)
43 But now, O Jacob, listen to the Lord who created you. O Israel, the one who formed you says, “Do not be afraid, for I have ransomed you. I have called you by name; you are mine. 2 When you go through deep waters, I will be with you. When you go through rivers of difficulty, you will not drown. When you walk through the fire of oppression, you will not be burned up; the flames will not consume you. 3 For I am the Lord, your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I gave Egypt as a ransom for your freedom; I gave Ethiopia and Seba in your place. 4 Others were given in exchange for you. I traded their lives for yours
because you are precious to me. You are honored, and I love you.
5 “Do not be afraid, for I am with you. I will gather you and your children from east and west. 6 I will say to the north and south,
 ‘Bring my sons and daughters back to Israel from the distant corners of the earth. 7 Bring all who claim me as their God, for I have made them for my glory. It was I who created them.’”
2nd Reading - Psalm 29:1-11 (Responsive) (NLT)
1 Honor the Lord, you heavenly beings;
    honor the Lord for his glory and strength.
2 Honor the Lord for the glory of his name.
    Worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness.
3 The voice of the Lord echoes above the sea. The God of glory thunders. The Lord thunders over the mighty sea.
4 The voice of the Lord is powerful; 
     the voice of the Lord is majestic.
5 The voice of the Lord splits the mighty cedars;
    the Lord shatters the cedars of Lebanon.
6 He makes Lebanon’s mountains skip like a calf;
    he makes Mount Hermon leap like a young wild ox.
7 The voice of the Lord strikes with bolts of lightning.
8 The voice of the Lord makes the barren wilderness quake;
    the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
9 The voice of the Lord twists mighty oaks and strips the forests bare. In his Temple everyone shouts, “Glory!”
10 The Lord rules over the floodwaters.
    The Lord reigns as king forever.
11 The Lord gives his people strength.
    The Lord blesses them with peace.
3rd Reading - N. Test. - Acts 8:14-17 (NLT)
14 When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that the people of Samaria had accepted God’s message, they sent Peter and John there. 15 As soon as they arrived, they prayed for these new believers to receive the Holy Spirit. 16 The Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of them, for they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then Peter and John laid their hands upon these believers, and they received the Holy Spirit.
*Sermon Text - Gospel - Luke 3:15-22 (NLT)
15 Everyone was expecting the Messiah to come soon, and they were eager to know whether John might be the Messiah. 16 John answered their questions by saying, “I baptize you with water; but someone is coming soon who is greater than I am—so much greater that I’m not even worthy to be his slave and untie the straps of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 17 He is ready to separate the chaff from the wheat with his winnowing fork. Then he will clean up the threshing area, gathering the wheat into his barn but burning the chaff with never-ending fire.” 18 John used many such warnings as he announced the Good News to the people.
19 John also publicly criticized Herod Antipas, the ruler of Galilee,

for marrying Herodias, his brother’s wife, and for many other wrongs he had done. 20 So Herod put John in prison, adding this sin to his many others. 21 One day when the crowds were being baptized, Jesus himself was baptized. As he was praying, the heavens opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit, in bodily form, descended on him like a dove. And a voice from heaven said, “You are my dearly loved Son, and you bring me great joy.”
                SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

 *******************************************************
   If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

********************************************************

Hymn: “May the Mind of Christ My Savior (St. Leonards)” 

 Page 390 red hymnal  Public Domain
Arthur Cyril Barham-Gould | Emily R. Brink | Kate Barclay Wilkinson

CCLI Song # 1880307   CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1    May the mind of Christ my Savior
Live in me from day to day
By His love and pow'r controlling
All I do and say
Verse 2    May the Word of God dwell richly
In my heart from hour to hour
So that all may see I triumph
Only through His pow'r
Verse 3    May the peace of God my Father
Rule my life in everything
That I may be calm to comfort
Sick and sorrowing
Verse 4    May the love of Jesus fill me
As the waters fill the sea
Him exalting self abasing
This is victory
Verse 5    May I run the race before me
Strong and brave to face the foe
Looking only unto Jesus
As I onward go
Verse 6    May His beauty rest upon me
As I seek the lost to win
And may they forget the channel
Seeing only Him
Links for “May the Mind of Christ My Savior” 

      https://youtu.be/6ghgaqT57lk 
Attendance: In-person worship for Jan. 2 was 28.
Face book views for Jan. 2 were 44.
Face book views for Dec. 26 were 44.

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING will be held on January 16, 2022 following 10:15AM Worship Service. There will not be a meal this year due to Covid. Please make every effort to attend this important meeting.
2022 NOMINATIONS NEEDED: Nominations for Council (Deacons and Elders), National and Conference Delegates are needed. Please prayerfully consider accepting a nomination for one of these positions if you are asked. If you wish to be nominated, please see Sue Faust or Neva Cichy.

COUNCIL REORGANIZATION MEETING will be held on Wednesday January 19, 2022.
INSTALLATION OF ELDERS AND DEACONS will be held on Sunday January 23, 2022 during Worship Service.

      History of hymn:”May the Mind of Christ My Savior”:
     Kate Barclay Wilkinson, the author of “May the Mind of Christ My Savior”, was born in 1859, in Wooland Bank, Timperley, Cheshire, England. A member of the Church of England, she was involved in a ministry to girls and young women in west London. The daughter of a mechanical engineer, William Beckett Johnson, she married Frederick Barclay Wilkinson, a cashier, at St. John the Evangelist Anglican Church, Altrincham, Cheshire, in 1891. 
    
The words to her hymn (based on Philippians 2:5) is a powerful message, as well as the example of her selfless life, should cause us too to seek to have the mind of Christ.  The verses can also serve as prayers to ask ourselves daily. her hymn remains as an encouragement to prepare for both our worship on the Lord’s day and our daily living by seeking the mind of Christ in our hearts. Kate Barclay Wilkinson died on December 28, 1928, in Kensington, London, England. Kate Barclay Wilkinson died on December 28,1928, in Kensington, London, England.
       Arthur Cyril Barham-Gould, composed the hymn tune ST. LEONARDS. He was born in England in 1891 and educated at Ridley Hall at Cambridge. He was ordained as an Anglican priest in 1927. He served from that time at various churches until his death. He died on February 14, 1953, in Tunbridge Wells, Kent, England.

Hymn: “Holy, Holy, Holy” (NICAEA) Page 262 Red Hymnal)   
       John Bacchus Dykes | Reginald Heber     Public Domain
CCLI Song # 1156 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1  Holy holy holy
Lord God Almighty
Early in the morning
Our song shall rise to Thee
Holy holy holy
Merciful and mighty
God in three persons
Blessed Trinity
Verse 2  Holy holy holy
All the saints adore Thee
Casting down their golden crowns
Around the glassy sea
Cherubim and seraphim
Falling down before Thee
Which wert and art
And evermore shalt be
Verse 3   Holy holy holy
Though the darkness hide Thee
Though the eye of sinful man
Thy glory may not see
Only Thou art holy
There is none beside Thee
Perfect in power
In love and purity
Verse 4    Holy holy holy
Lord God Almighty
All Thy works shall praise Thy name
In earth and sky and sea
Holy holy holy
Merciful and mighty
God in three persons
Blessed Trinity  Amen
History of Hymn “Holy, Holy, Holy!" is a Christian hymn written by the Anglican bishop Reginald Heber (1783–1826). It is sung to the tune "Nicaea", by John Bacchus Dykes. Written during the author's time as vicar in Hodnet, Shropshire, England in the early 1800s, it was first published posthumously. It is one of Heber's most popular compositions, enduring into the 21st century in many Christian traditions. Intended for use on Trinity Sunday, the text invites worshipers to join in praising the trinitarian deity, paraphrasing Revelation 4:1–11, written during a period in which the author was prolific, writing more than 100 hymns, many having survived to modern times.  
    It was published when Anglican authorities disapproved of the singing of hymns in churches, other than metrical psalms, although there was considerable informal hymn-singing in parishes.  It is considered the author's best known and most widely used hymn, and remains popular in many denominations. It has been described as one of the rare hymns which appears "in just about every hymnal" and performed and recorded in various styles, by different artists.

The text speaks specifically of the Holy Trinity, having been written for use on Trinity Sunday, although it is used as a general hymn of praise throughout the liturgical year. 
The opening line (Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!) references Isaiah 6:3 and Revelation 4:8  and  mirrors  the opening line of the Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts). Described as a "reverent and faithful paraphrase of Revelation 4:8–11" and of the Johannine vision of unending worship in Heaven, it is an example of Heber's dutiful attempt to avoid excessive emotionalism. 
A defining characteristic is that the text does not "initiate praise", but is rather an invitation to join in an endless song. Poetically, it is in the long and unusual 11.12.12.10 meter, contrasting with the shorter stanzas of most preceding English hymnody, such as that of Isaac Watts or Charles Wesley. Additionally, every single line rhymes with the initial "holy".

The text has a wide scope, successively referencing humans, saints, angels and all living creatures, its main theme is the "basic belief in the Trinity", which is  shared  by most denominations of the Christian church despite other differences.   
History of Hymn “Holy, Holy, Holy! (Continued)
     The first stanza opens with an invitation to worship God in the morning; although variants have been sometimes used to adapt the hymn for any time of day. The second stanza magnifies the opening idea, with saints joining "in adoring the Majesty in heaven". The third stanza describes some attributes of the Christian deity, while the final fourth stanza is a climax of the preceding with "earth and sky and sea" joining in praising the divine. Variants to the original text in modern hymnals are relatively minor, mostly found in usage by non-trinitarian groups such as the Mormons – where the final line is changed to "God in His glory, blessed Deity!" – or as a push for more gender inclusive language “God in three persons blessed Trinity.”
    The tune for this hymn, Nicaea, was composed by John Bacchus Dykes for the first edition of Hymns Ancient and Modern in 1861. The tune name is a tribute to the First Council of Nicaea – held by the Roman Emperor Constantine I in 325 – which formalized the doctrine of the Trinity.  
MISSION OFFERING donations (January thru April) go to “Community Meals” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)

GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.
Link for “Holy, Holy, Holy” (NICAEA)  (Pg 262 Red Hymnal) 

https://youtu.be/XsXPTBkhqfQ?t=1
 https://youtu.be/aWyBDgQqQjQ  (with singing)
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
                                                             Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #2
            January 9, 2022          
  “The Good News of Baptism”


   
      
                   Baptism of Our Lord
Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:

L: We are marked as God's beloved ones.
P: What have we done to deserve God's love?
L: God's love is God's free gift to us, always and forever.
P: Even when we are difficult and turn away from God,
L: God's love never vanishes from us.
P: Thanks be to God who is ever faithful to us, AMEN.
Invocation:

Holy God of glory and majesty, you have called us by name. We pray in this moment for the courage and the strength to answer your call. As we open our ears to hear the story of your Son’s baptism, open our hearts also, that we may experience again the renewing power of rebirth in the Holy Spirit. Inspire us in this time of worship, that we may claim our own identity as your beloved children. We pray in the name of our Lord and brother, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Readings: *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Isaiah 43:1-7

Responsive: Psalm 29

New Testament: Acts 8:14-17

*Gospel: Luke 3:15-22
Meditation:

“The Good News of Baptism”


A Catholic priest, a Baptist minister, and a Jewish Rabbi got together weekly for breakfast. At one of their meetings they debated the merits of each religion. The discussion led them to try and see who’s religion had the best conversion success, so they agreed to head into the woods and convert a bear, believing that whoever was successful had the ‘best’ religion. They agreed to meet the following week to share their experiences. 


When they gathered the next week, the priest began. He had a couple of bruises and scrapes. “I found a bear and began explaining the virtues of the sacraments of the church by splashing him with a bit of water and leaving him some bread and wine. He didn’t like being splashed so much.” The Baptist minister, also beat up and bruised told his story next. “I found that heathen beast, told him he was a sinner bound  for hell, and wrestled him into the creek to baptize his sorry hide.” The rabbi, was almost unrecognizable. He was covered with bandages, many of which saw blood soaking through. He pulled his wheelchair closer to the table so he could be heard. “In hindsight, I probably shouldn’t have begun with circumcision.” 


In the Christian tradition baptism has been understood to be many things; from a sacrament (meaning God is somehow uniquely present in the act), to a simple ordinance (meaning something done out of obedience to symbolize what God has done). But all agree that regardless of a sacramental view or one of ordinance, baptism signifies a person’s coming into the community of believers through identifying with Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection through the waters of baptism. But John’s baptism was different.


John the Baptist preached a message that called people to repent, that is turn back to God, and be baptized as a sign of their intention to repent. John’s message told people that from then on they were to live lives that ‘bore the fruit of repentance. He told them that God’s judgement was coming and they needed to turn their lives around. His message included calling people to share with those in need. Don’t extort other people, or somehow use them to better your life at their expense. Don’t falsely accuse one another, or do anything to harm another person’s reputation. Turning to God in repentance is all about loving God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength, and loving your neighbor as you love yourself; in other words, the Great Commandment. So if John’s baptism signified a person’s repentance, it begs the question of why Jesus was baptized by John?


In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus says that he does it ‘to fulfill all righteousness.’ Wasn’t Jesus already righteous? Did Jesus need to repent of something? The bible tells us that he was tempted and tried in every way that all people are, but he didn’t sin. It might help if we remember that part of repentance is turning towards God. Jesus’ baptism could be understood, in part, as his intention to live in submission to God and God’s will for his life. Jesus’ baptism is also a kind of anointing for his coming ministry, just as the kings of old were anointed for their reign. It’s also Jesus’ way of identifying with sinful humanity knowing that he would take humanity’s sin into himself on the cross. And perhaps the most significant part of Jesus’ baptism is God speaking from heaven, “you are my son, the Beloved, with you I am well pleased.” Jesus is commissioned by humans, who he represents, and God with whom he is one. 


The baptism that Jesus instituted was something far more. Firstly, we become united with Jesus in his life, death, and resurrection in the waters of baptism. We identify with Jesus and claim him as our own, just as he has claimed us as his own. Baptism also is becoming united to one another in the community of faith which is the church universal. Just as water surrounds us in the womb prior to our birth and comes with us into our new life, so the waters of baptism signify our new birth. And baptism also signifies the presence of the Holy Spirit in the life of a disciple. While there are a couple of exceptions in the New Testament, the overwhelming pattern is that the Holy Spirit would fill a person either at their baptism, or shortly thereafter. It’s safe to say that baptism is far more significant than just getting wet! 


Why, then, is baptism good news for us? Sometimes in life we need reminders of significant events so we don’t lose sight of how God has been, and continues to be at work in our lives. While baptism is something Jesus commanded us to participate in as an act of obedience, it is also a means of God’s grace. In other words it is an event in which God is profoundly involved. Baptism is part of God’s self-giving to us as we unite ourselves with Jesus Christ. Baptism is also recognizing that God is at work in our lives through the work and agency of the Holy Spirit in some mysterious way. 


Baptism reminds us that we are not alone in this life. We are united with Jesus in his life, death, and resurrection, and filled with his Holy Spirit. We are united with all believers across all cultures and time in what the writer of Hebrews calls ‘the great cloud of witnesses.’ We are not alone. We are united with Jesus. We are united with one another through his baptism. May we, following the example of Martin Luther, choose each day to, “walk in the waters of our baptism.” Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Your word of light and hope floods into our lives, O God. We have lived in darkness, in despair and fear, doubt and strife. But on this day of celebration, you remind us that we are marked by you to be witnesses to your light of new hope. As the heavens opened at Jesus' baptism, so is your love poured out on us. We bring before you names and situations which concern us, people who face illness and grief, whose lives are torn by poverty, war, alienation, addiction, and hopelessness. We ask for your loving mercy on them, O Lord. Heal them and bind up their wounds.
[Silent Prayer for friends and loved ones, and community and world concerns)

Help us to be people who are ready to be involved in ministries of peace and justice, bringing the light of your hope to those who dwell in darkness and despair. We ask this in Jesus' Name, AMEN.
[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 

We are each precious in God’s sight. Go from this place, claiming our identity as children of God. God has called us by name. Go into the world to answer God’s call. Alleluia!

Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
